Dec. 08

I. . Public Hearings on Proposed Legislation

A

Senate Energy and Telecommunicatio ions Eror N
Draft Rules of Procedure - ZOOQXh,b,t No. Gy & Tgiec:

Hearing Process -
1. At the time set for hearing, the Chair will recognize the sponsor of the bill
who will open the presentation.

2. Proponents of the bill will present testimony.

3. Opponents of the bill will present testimony.

4, Informational witnesses will present testimony.

5. Questions will then be asked by committee me
All questions will be directed thrpugh the

7.

Wltnesses

1.

2.

say that they agree. ¢
3. Witnesses presenting testimo

the room until the hearing.i
committee members.
4. Written copies of thevﬂtesti
committee record. .~

be submitted for the permanent

General i A
1. Everyone WI|| act and be treated in a ‘courteous manner.
2. The commattee chair 4 'all maintain order within the committee room and

the envnrons during ce meetings.

ills should be presented to the committee in

‘ Cell phones a‘nd all PDAs must be turned off in the hearing room except
n cases of | urgency
stimony’ requmng the use of video, aud|o or other equipment W|II be

Genérally, executive session will not be held the same day as the public hearing
n the bill.

Although executive sessions are open to the public, no comments may be made

by anyone but committee members. Members of the public may be asked

questions by committee members at the discretion of the Chair.

Voting ‘

1. Absentee voting by committee members is permitted through the use of a
standard form through the vice chair or minority vice chair. Authorization
for proxy voting must be reflected in the committee minutes. If the
committee approves proxy voting, Senator ??? will hold the forms for the
Democrats and Senator ??? will hold the forms for the Repubhcqns

2. Proxy votes, however, are discouraged and meeting attendance is
requested.




3. Pairs in standing committee are prohibited. (S30-100)

D. Motions
1. Motions by committee members do not require a second.
2. The motion to "indefinitely postpone” will not be recognized by the chair --
the proper motion is to move to "table" the bill.
3. The committee should avoid sending an adverse committee report to the

floor. Rather than a "Do Not Pass" recommendation it is more
appropriate to move to "Table" the bill in committee. This helps to
address work load concerns of the entire Senate and is a courtesy to the
sponsor of the bill.

Amendments
A Amendments to be presented to the committ: elfor coft

executive session must be requested by
the bill. .

B.
C. All amendments must be submitted in wi
the day prior to executive action on a bill. %
considered on shorter notice at the discp;et’i
D.
Conceptual amendments, should be avoid reveht confusion in drafting.
E. Pursuant to Artlcle V. Sectlon 11 of the Montana Constitution, amendments must




